SOCIAL THINKING CURRICULUM REVIEW.....
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Some thoughts to consider....

1. “Good social skills mean more than direct language based interactions.”
2. The curriculum addresses sharing space with others, thinking about others, and regulating behavior to other people’s thoughts and expectations. It presents concrete ways to introduced the social thinking vocabulary/concepts.
3. Philosophy: “ Social thinking is infused throughout our day” . People with weak social skills can have well developed even superior cognition and academic skills. It is social communication and relations that are not developed intuitively. “Social thinking and social “skills” are not just a problem on the playground or campus, but they are actually part of a deeper problem in the classroom as well.”          
4. Students are taught cognitively to think socially. 
5. Philosophy is at website : www.socialthinking.com
6. The approach is a developmental cognitive behavior approach or CBT. Rather than  dwelling into origins of behavior, it focuses on giving students strategies such as inner language ( thoughts) and behavior. This includes changing how a person looks at or perceives things.
7. Research has demonstrated positive generalization effects ( outside of therapy room.)
8. ILAUGH model lists the concepts that a social thinker must develop and use in order be effective at home and school.
9. The Four Steps of Communication 
10.  The Four Steps to Perspective Taking
11.  Major Themes of Curriculum-  review across all lessons and day

           *People who pay attention to others make them feel good.

           *When you make other people feel good they want to be with you.

            *Students have to think about what others are also thinking about them.

 *Students have to learn to observe other peoples behavior and form     

   judgements about them.

            *Students have to realize that others are also thinking about them.

12. Students have to learn that social thinking is done in ALL environments ( home, school, community) and the lessons will help them generalize.
13. Social Thinking Vocabulary is used to give consistent labels to concepts so that they can be used across all environments. It has been proven to be helpful to all students. The vocabulary builds upon itself and can be used for direct teaching and teachable moments.  It connects with academic curriculum standards.
14. The curriculum is user friendly. It can be used and shared with specialist,teachers, paraprofessionals, and parents.
15.  “Curriculum is designed for students with social cognitive deficits who have near normal to well above average verbal and non-verbal intelligence, and who have level of understanding that a person can have a different set of thought”
16.  Primary tools of the educators are : Creativity, Flexibility, Humor, and Patience.
16. Curriculum begins with basic concepts and vocabulary. The curriculum shows ways to help the students grasp concepts; however, it is not the ONLY way to teach the target concepts. You can adapt to specific students. Keep flexible.
17.  You MUST keep a sense of HUMOR.
18. Enhance lessons by assisting with generalization. You must share the concepts and vocabulary with teachers, family members, any staff or community member that regularly interacts with the student. There are handouts for sharing in book. Work to find connections and to help the student see them.
19. It becomes effective when there is STRONG team connection.
20. Advised to keep direct instruction groups small and not to teach all students on the autism spectrum in the same class. Autism presents within a spectrum and cognitive and social levels should be considered when grouping.
21. ****Review MGW’s information about a general way to think about levels of perspective taking when considering grouping. The article is in the curriculum book ( pg. 23-34) ‘Perspective Taking Across School and Adult Years for Persons with Social Cognitive Deficits’
22. Groups move at their own pace.  Repetition is necessary both for concept and skill building and for generalizing concepts across school and home. There are no time limits.  Social rules change across settings as we age.  
23. The philosophy and lessons “facilitate social thinking and related skills” They are to improve understanding and functioning not ’ to cure’.
24. There are suggested goals and benchmarks in book. Note: keep away from general goals like “Joe will improve social communication skills.”
25. There are helpful materials that supplement goals and objectives They include books and materials available through MGW website and other resources. If you consider the  Social Thinking concepts, there are many materials and opportunities in your teaching curriculum, classroom, and school environment.  
