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Special movie showings bring the big screen to all
The Patriot Ledger  Posted Apr 05, 2010 @ 04:42 AM  Last update Apr 05, 2010 @ 04:48 AM
SCITUATE — The lights dimmed and the opening credits began to scroll across the screen. A hush fell over the movie theater, but the  quiet was punctuated every so often by whispers and munching on popcorn.  Mere anticipation was enough to get Zachary Gates shifting in his seat. When the music began to play, the 4-year-old could no longer contain his excitement. “He went up there and he touched the screen, and then when he heard the music, he started dancing,” his father, Peter Gates, recalled.

It was Zachary’s first movie-theater experience – and not just because of his young age. The Scituate boy has Sotos Syndrome, a rare genetic disorder characterized by excessive growth and behavioral problems. Zachary is prone to distraction, easily overcome by excitement, and quite simply, he can’t sit still, his father said. Until recently, going to the movies – a quintessential childhood activity – has been out of the question for the boy and his family.

Thanks to a new collaboration between Patriot Cinemas and the Scituate Community of Resources for Special Education – a parent group that raises money for programs for children with disabilities – movie-going is now possible for Zachary and other children with disabilities.  The program, held on the third Saturday of every month, involves a special showing of a family-friendly movie at Patriot Cinemas’ Mill Wharf theater in Scituate.

In these showings, the lights aren’t dimmed quite so much. The speakers aren’t blaring. Children with dietary restrictions are free to bring their own snacks. And if a child has the urge to walk around – or even dance – everyone gets it.  “It was absolutely accepted,” Peter Gates said, talking about his son’s front-of-the-theater jig during the showing of “The Spy Next Door.”

The CORSE foundation is underwriting the program and hopes to eventually expand to other activities, such as bowling and swimming.  Marynell Henry, co-founder of the foundation, said Zachary’s experience is exactly what was hoped for when the special showings were being set up.  “It was his first movie, and you know what? Over time, Zack will be able to go to a regular movie, and that really is our goal,” Henry said.

The last showing, on March 20, had 106 people in attendance, with children ranging in age from 4 to 20.

Since his first movie, Zachary has also gone to special showings of “Percy Jackson & the Olympians: The Lightening Thief” and “Diary of a Wimpy Kid.”  His father took him twice, and his grandfather took him most recently.  “There are a lot of things we can’t do,” Peter Gates said. “This allows us to do typical things in a comforting environment.”

Jennifer Mann may be reached at jmann@ledger.com.

Zachary Gates, 4, peers over a movie seat while waiting for the start of Saturday morning’s special showing of “Diary of a Wimpy Kid” at Patriot Cinemas’ Mill Wharf theater in Scituate.
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Abbey and Jack Wilcox, both 7, watch as the popcorn machine at the Mill Wharf theater produces a new batch for the special movie showing on March 20.
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Patriot Cinemas employee Caite Swider mans the snack bar before the March 20 special showing of "Diary of a Wimpy Kid" at the Mill Wharf theater in Scituate.
