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Stephen Fassnacht has a blast paddling on an outrigger canoe at a weeklong camp through Access Sport America

[image: ]
Access Sport America staffer Connor Shea windsurfs with Karly Erickson at a weeklong camp through Access Sport America.
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Katie Jurgel stand-up paddles with Access Sport America founder Ross Lilley at a weeklong camp through Access Sport America.
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o By: Matt West
Connor Shea of Access Sport America works with Stephen Fassnacht and Katie Jurgel as volunteer Jane McGovern looks at a weeklong camp through Access Sport America.
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Stephen Fassnacht, left, gets a high five from Access Sport America founder Ross Lilley as he windsurfs with staffer Connor Shea. 
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Kids row an outrigger canoe at a weeklong camp through Access Sport America.
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Drew McClellan paddles on an outrigger canoe at a weeklong camp through Access Sport America 
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Zachary Gates claps during a bonding exercise as children learn to row, paddle board, and windsurf at a weeklong camp through Access Sport America.
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Karly Erickson and volunteer Kathleen Burke sing as children learn to row, paddle board, and windsurf at a weeklong camp through Access Sport America. 
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Stephen Fassnacht and Drew McClellan embrace before learning to row, paddle board, and windsurf at a weeklong camp through Access Sport America. 
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Gina McClellan hugs her son Drew 6, before a group of children learn to row, paddle board, and windsurf at a weeklong camp through Access Sport America.
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Stephen Fassnacht gives a thumbs up while windsurfing with Access Sport America staffer Connor Shea as children learn to row, paddle board, and windsurf at a weeklong camp.
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Access Sport America staffer Connor Shea shares a light moment with Karly Erickson after windsurfing at a weeklong camp. 
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Kathleen Burke of the Scituate recreation department helps Karly Erickson paddle an outrigger canoe at a weeklong camp through Access Sport America. 
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Kathleen Burke of the Scituate recreation department helps Karly Erickson paddle an outrigger canoe at a weeklong camp through Access Sport America. 
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STAFF PHOTOQS BY MATT WEST
BIG SPLASH: Katie Jurgel
stand-up paddies with
Access Sport America
founder Ross Lilley, far left,
- while Stephen Fassnacht,
| left, rows. Above, Gina Mc-

Clellan hugs her son Drew.

By SAMANTHA TATRO

Children hit the water in
Scituate, honing their sail-
ing and canoeing skills at
a once-a-year camp that
brought together children
with special needs and those
that are developing typically.

“I’s areal departure to how
we do things,” Access Sport
America founder Ross Lilley
said. “We teach on a more
intensive level and get to see
skills increase and fears drop
at a really high rate.”

One week a year, Access
Sport America hosts a learn-
to-row canoe and paddle
board camp for about 150
kids at the Scituate Maritime
Center. The camp aims fo
raise confidence and skills
by teaching children boat-
ing sports. Two boys started
the week barely willing to
get into a canoe, Lilley said.
By the end of the week, he
said, the boys had “a gleam
in their eyes” and rushed
to “hop on the windsurfer
without any protest.”

Campers wrapped up the
week with a final cheer.

— samantha.tatro@
bostonherald.com
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