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Scituate 

State honors Scituate rec department and CORSE for community service
By Jessica Bartlett, Town Correspondent

Posted by Jessica Bartlett March 24, 2011 03:12 PM
The Massachusetts Recreation and Park Association (MRPA) has recognized the Scituate Recreation Department and the Community of Resources for Special Education (CORSE) for the Program Outreach Award, honoring their service to the community.  “They have great programs and everyone on the committee agreed it was worth recognizing,” said MRPA Award Committee Chairman Bruce Doig. 

The Recreation Department and CORSE were unanimously chosen by the board because of the wide range of programs they offer to children with special needs, the release said. 

It’s an initiative CORSE has been involved with since the program’s inception in February 2006. The 501(c)(3) non-profit has been able to provide supplemental resources to children, parents, and educators throughout the community through a variety of fund-raising events. 
The award helps to validate all that hard work, said Tracy Johnston, the co-founder of CORSE. “We run a variety of rec programs throughout the year, and its really grown in the last four year tremendously," she said. "Our programs are open to all students, but we supplement funding for the program so they can be staffed by highly qualified staffers, and we have ratios 3 to 1…and its not easy for some of our kids with special needs to access that ratio. So we want to make sure that this helps."

According to Johnston, CORSE has helped bring in $80,000-$85,000 annually to the program, half of which is fundraised. CORSE runs recreational programs through the Scituate Recreation Department, and after school programs through Scituate Public Schools, neither of which they would be able to do without the partnership. 

"For recreational, we probably run about 12-13 programs a year, and about 15 after school programs a year. Over the past four years, we’ve been able to service 1500 student registristaions through 123 programs," Johnston said. "And the programs are becoming more integrated [every year.]"

What makes CORSE different is that the money that comes in goes right back to the program.   "We’ve been bringing that in, we really use every single dollar that we bring in. we probably do $80,000 in programming a year," she said.

According to Doig, who is involved in youth sports, giving the opportunities to children with special education needs should be a priority. “I’m involved in youth sports, and we’ve been trying to focus on involving kids that are challenged and provide more opportunities for them, and when I read about [Scituate’s] programs and saw how much they do for kids, it was really something that struck close to home,” he said. 
The MRPA award was presented to the Recreation Department and CORSE on March 16 at a ceremony in Hyannis. 

