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EVENT PREVIEW

Gala event for a cause
CORSE puts on sixth annual gala

Tracy Johnston, president and co-founder of the Community of Resources for Special Education (CORSE) talks about the upcoming CORSE Gala on Saturday, Oct. 1.
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Reprsentative Jim Cantwell, left, and far right, Scituate Selectman Tony Vegnani joined the Compass Award recipients Zach Sogolow, Bridget Burke, Kathleen Burke and Josh Sogolow during the fifth annual CORSE Gala held last year.
What is CORSE?
 

CORSE was established by a group of dedicated parents and educators to raise funds to provide the highest quality educational, social and recreational community experiences so students with special needs can reach their full potential.  Through fundraising activities, the Foundation is able to allocate funds for a wide range of supplemental resources that will benefit children, parents and educators within Scituate and our South Shore communities.  In the past five and a half years CORSE has committed over $375,000 toward programs that address a wide variety of supplemental needs including: after school academic and social skills programs, “Let’s Go” community family outings, music/art therapies, technology, adaptive equipment, professional staff development, parent training, peer mentor programming, scholarships, therapeutic horseback riding, Lose the Training Wheels Bike Camp, Maritime Adventures Sailing and Surfing Camp, All Stars sports programs and our socially-based All-Stars youth and teen summer recreation camps.  We have run 133 programs with 1,688 student registrations.  Our student programs are truly integrated and serve all children in the community with the proper staffing and supports in place so that children with special needs can successfully access these programs.  

 

Why is there a need to fundraise?

 

The special needs population does require costly and more intensive services, and it is the responsibility of both parents and schools to identify ways to make this happen in the current economic climate.  By bringing parents and educators together, as a collaborative team with this specific focus, they can fundraise for needed supplemental resources and help design programs within their community that are of most need to these children.   Not only is this community foundation able to develop customized programs to meet children’s specific needs, it can also offer programs that are more affordable to families than private services that are overenrolled and very costly.  Most importantly, children with special needs are provided the opportunity to successfully participate in programs within their own community, alongside their classmates and neighbors.

 What are some of the programs CORSE organizes? 
 

One of our best accomplishments has been our after-school and recreational student programming for children with special needs. CORSE has managed after-school and summer social skills, academic and recreational programming since 2007.  The goal of these programs is to have our special needs students integrated with typically developing students. Having programs taught in a comfortable environment with familiar staff adds to the success for these participants.
Social skills programs

Our social skills programs provide opportunities to build skills in interacting and initiating activities with peers. Learning to utilize these skills more effectively, children build lifelong social skills in communication, cooperation, self-control and self-confidence. These programs allow for a combined approach of 1:1 instruction and small group setting for generalization. This teacher-facilitated setting allows students to develop and strengthen social skills so critical to their future integration and success in school and life. Since our integrated programs have been so successful, we offer social programs for children preschool - grade 12. 

Academic support programs
Our academic support programs provide skill development in math, reading and writing and study skills. Since they are taught by SPS faculty, they tie directly to the appropriate grade level curriculum.
Recreational programs

Our recreational programs teach children in a very pragmatic way how to access their own creativity and develop physical skills while at the same time providing frameworks for children to play in a constructive and appropriate manner. Successful recreational experiences not only increase a child’s skills, but more importantly improve self-confidence and self-esteem.  CORSE offers the following recreational programs in collaboration with Scituate Recreation: “All Stars” sports programs run throughout the year (Soccer, T-Ball, Basketball, Karate, Running) and two summer “All Stars” socially-based recreation camp (youth and teen).  

Special programming

Special summer programming has included Lose the Training Wheels Bike Camp and Maritime Adventures Sailing and Surfing Camp,  Community businesses have also collaborated with CORSE to provide customized programs: Booth Hill Farm Therapeutic Horseback Riding, Funtastics gymnastics classes, and Dance Xplosion dance classes. 

 

Family Outings

Our Let’s Go family commuity outings have been very successful, allowing families to come together for the movies, restaurant dinners, skiing, the Polar Express, boating and more.

 
What can people can expect at the gala? 
 

Every year at the Gala, the Compass Award is given to a member of the community who leads by example and has demonstrated a commitment and compassion to children with special needs and their families.   This year the award is being given to our Superintendent of Scituate Public Schools, Dr. Susan Martin.  For her ongoing dedication to our students and community, Dr. Martin has gone above and beyond in her leadership commitment to the students of SPS, their parents and the SPS staff.   Her continual drive to make decisions based on what is “best for the student” has been an inspiring guiding principal for our school system.   She has provided leadership and support for CORSE initiatives since her arrival to Scituate .   She has found ways for CORSE to collaborate more effectively with SPS administration to allow for more successful implementation of program initiatives.  She has personally spearheaded support for our after-school programs, peer mentor programs, summer programs, professional development, community fundraisers and grant applications.    Dr. Martin makes it a point to personally thank and acknowledge every significant donor to CORSE.  Most importantly, she embodies the community spirit of the foundation by assuring that SPS collaborates with CORSE, Scituate Recreation and many other community organizations to assure that our kids receive the best experience possible for the WHOLE child.   She builds relationships across the community and that ultimately benefits the children and families in our community, especially those with special needs.  

 

Also, dinner, live and silent auction and DJ/dancing - an extremely fun evening out for a great cause! The auction items this year are incredible!  Airline tickets from JetBlue, fabulous dining and great tickets for sporting events!  
 

Why should residents go and support C.O.R.S.E.? 
 

The reality is that our special education population is on the rise. With more children being diagnosed with disabilities, there has been tremendous national attention focused on this issue.   Much of the spotlight is focused on researching the cause.  However, it is recently becoming further publicized that there are not enough resources in town, state or federal budgets to provide sufficient resources to assist these children now to receive the necessary services and skills within the school systems and their communities to help them succeed.  Providing these students the chance to reach their full potential is the right thing to do- for the child, the family and the community’s future benefit.

 

 

 

 

