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Marynell Henry and Tracy Johnston, second and third from left, with Susan Campbell and Lorraine Devin during the inaugural CORSE Foundation gala 2006.
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Scituate -  

Scituate - Two years ago, when Scituate parents Marynell Henry and Tracy Johnston created a non-profit organization to raise money for special education programs in the town, they said they had no idea how much community support they would receive.

This Saturday, March 1, the Federation for Children with Special Needs will honor the two founders of the Community Resources for Special Education Foundation (CORSE) with its Partnership Award, which goes to people who have helped children with special needs as parents, educators, advocates, or through community-based activities.

The name of the award is fitting, as both Henry and Johnston see their group’s success not as an individual achievement, but as proof of the town’s commitment to its youth.

“I just think Scituate’s a special place to be,” Johnston said.

The two women were parents who shared a frustration of the lack of programs for their special needs children when they formed the group in February of 2006. CORSE began in response to the growing needs of special education programs and annual budget restraints. Through grant proposals and fundraisers, such as a gala each spring and a golf tournament each fall, the group raises money to fund activities and equipment that supplements the school department’s special education programs.

To show that the group’s success has been a true team effort, Johnston pointed out that between 50 and 70 school staff members — teachers and aides — have taken part in the after-school programs, which are open to students both with and without special needs. And 25 percent of the parents who work with the organization do not have children with special needs.

“I can’t say enough about the teachers,” she said. “I think that’s what made it successful.”

 Rich Robison, the executive director for the Federation for Children with Special Needs, sees community collaboration as a key component of CORSE’s success.

"Tracy and Marynell have done an outstanding job collaborating with their community to create programs for children with special needs," he said in a press release. "CORSE is making huge strides in the Scituate community, and the federation is proud to recognize the high-quality programs they have developed and their organization's passionate mission."

Henry is somewhat taken aback by the positive recognition.

“We’re kind of humbled by it,” she said. “ But it really isn’t Tracy and myself; it’s really a community effort.”
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