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Scituate moms awarded 
for work with town’s special needs programming

Moms to be awarded for creating special education foundation
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A kindergarten class at Community of Resources for Special Education Foundation in Scituate. The program integrates students with developmental disabilities and special needs into regular activities with their peers. 
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Marynell Henry, left, and Tracy Johnston are co-founders of Community of Resources for Special Education Foundation. 

SCITUATE — 

Watching from the sidelines as her 6-year-old son learns to play basketball, Tracy Johnston sometimes finds herself watching other parents’ faces.

Like Johnston, they are thrilled to be seeing their children, many of whom have developmental disabilities and special needs, picking up a sport and interacting with their peers.

It is an opportunity many of the children on the court did not have two years ago, before Johnston co-founded a program to bring supplemental special education and recreation programs to Scituate.

“I’ll look around and think, ‘These kids could all be sitting home on the couch’,” said Johnston, whose 6-year-old son has an autism spectrum disorder. “Instead you are watching them learn to play basketball.”

Two years ago, Johnston teamed up with Marynell Henry, also the mother of an autistic son, to found Community of Resources for Special Education Foundation.

The nonprofit foundation, run by a board of parents, teachers and administrators, aims to fill a gap in the town’s special education programming caused by growing numbers of schoolchildren being diagnosed and shrinking state and federal education budgets.

Today, Johnston and Henry will be honored by the Federation for Children with Special Needs with a Community Partnership Award.

Richard Robison, executive director of the federation, said Johnston and Henry were chosen for the award because their program is a perfect example of a successful community effort to enrich special needs students’ lives.

By offering after-school classes and recreational sports and summer camp programs, the Scituate mothers aim to give children with special needs the opportunity to be a part of a community from which they are often isolated.

“Our goal is to allow our children to be in their neighborhood with their peers and participate in regular activities,” Henry said.

Before the program, Henry and other parents of children with special needs often had to travel to Bridgewater or Plymouth for their children to participate in specialized activities like summer camp.

Now kids with special needs can be part of typical activities close to home, supported by extra teachers and trained professionals.

In its first two years, the foundation has grown to include more than 200 members and continues to add programs that collaborate with the schools and recreation department. Programs include after-school classes, music therapy, therapeutic horseback riding and summer camp.

Keeping programs affordable for parents who may already struggle with the financial strains of raising a child with special needs is a priority, Johnston said.

With new recreational programs and extras such as summer camp field trips, the foundation is always looking for volunteers and sponsorship, Johnston said. It also wants to expand its summer program to last two weeks.

“Things like this could never happen given the school budgets today,” Johnston said. “But the community has just rallied around this.”

For more on the programs, visit www.CORSEfoundation.org.
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