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Scituate — 

The Community of Resources for Special Education Foundation gala existed before there was even a CORSE Foundation.

Four years ago, Tracy Johnston was looking an alternative to raising the funds for the district’s early childhood center, which serves children with special needs, through piecemeal donations. She approached Linda Whitney, who then ran the center, about holding a gala event.

“I said, ‘Let’s do the fundraising at one time,’” she said.

The two teamed up with Marynell Henry to throw an event — the first CORSE gala — that was more successful than they thought possible, drawing more than 200 people.

This Saturday, May 16, CORSE will hold its fourth annual gala from 6:30 to 11:30 p.m. at Scituate Country Club. Tickets are $50 per person. For ticket information, send e-mail to corsefoundation@comcast.net.

As in past years, this year the event will feature live and silent auctions of items donated from the community. Auction items include New England Patriots tickets and two sets of Boston Red Sox tickets, one of which is, according to Johnston, “down where the movie stars sit.”

“When we first started, we thought we were going to do just one fundraiser,” Johnston said. “There was such a large response that we said we can do more that just a gala.”

From there, Johnston said the organization, “took a life if its own.”

“Basically, what happened was the response was so big we took it to another level and created CORSE,” she said.

In each successive year, the CORSE gala has continued to bring out more than 200 people. Since its founding, CORSE has helped to sponsor programs through the Scituate schools and the Scituate Recreation Department. Teachers or organizers with grant proposals have used CORSE funding for a program that helps children with special needs learn to ride a bike and multiple after-school activities, as well as books and computers for schools.

“It’s amazing that it grew so quickly,” Johnston said. “We’re trying to keep up with it.”

Johnston, who now serves as CORSE president, said that the organization expected that the economy would hurt its fundraising abilities this year. However, she said that hasn’t yet proven to be the case.

“We budgeted much less to take in this year, but surprisingly, even we have more auction items than we have in the past,” she said.

Johnston said one local family, Laurie and Peter Gates, has raised more than $2,500 on their own.

“The generosity of people for this gala, it blew me away,” she said.

