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Mothers who have been there
By Paul E. Kandarian 

February 28, 2008 

 

Two Scituate mothers are being honored this weekend for helping children with special needs.

 

About two years ago, Tracy Johnston and Marynell Henry of Scituate created the nonprofit Community of Resources for Special Education Foundation. On Saturday, they will be honored with the Federation for Children with Special Needs' Community Partnership Award for creating educational programs for special needs kids that bring together the Scituate public schools, the town's recreation department, school faculty, and the community.

 

Under the leadership of Johnston and Henry, both mothers of sons with autism, the foundation provides lower-cost programs for Scituate's special needs community, helps fund professional development for teachers, and offers programs from after-school social skills and academic support to music therapy and therapeutic horseback riding. The foundation also offers summer camps, seasonal athletics, and clubs tailored to students' interests.

 

"We didn't know what to expect in the beginning but we were thrilled by how easy it was to collaborate with the school system and the community," Henry said. "Parents of children with special needs and those without are right there with us, every step of the way. We couldn't do it without them."
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