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Scituate — 

Parents understand that a lot of time, patience and responsibility go into raising a child with special needs.

And education, above all, is needed to provide the life skills and resources to help those children grow.

A group of parents in Scituate wants to be sure all special education students are growing to their fullest potential.

That's where the new non-profit organization - Scituate's Community of Resources for Special Education, or C.O.R.S.E - comes into play on a fundraising level and as a support system for the public schools.

With a 4-year-old special needs child in the Early Childhood program, Tracy Johnston said she was concerned there were no customized services or programs for her son as he grew into different age groups and school settings.

“There was a big gray area” she said about the desire for supplemental programming such as social skills groups and after-school recreation, catering to certain children's needs. “So many kids are getting diagnosed. And the kids that qualify run such a gamut”.
And with the rise of special education population and annual town budget constraints, Johnston said her concept to get a fundraising foundation was a way to support new school services for the town and the special needs students served by the Early Childhood Center.

“Some children get what they need in six-hour school day”; she said. “Raising a special needs child is a 24-hour process. (C.O.R.S.E.) has a lot of potential”
With hard work and outreach already underway with the foundation's 15-member board - consisting of parents from all Scituate schools along with teachers and administration - C.O.R.S.E. has set both short- and long-term goals for its cause.

Although the non-profit organization cannot work to fund the school's basic staffing and services within the system, funding can enhance certain programming such as specialized parental training, social skills groups, adaptive equipment and software.

Nancy Verseckes, director of special education, said the foundation will benefit all efforts within the school system in supporting the life skills, academic support, and therapy services her department offers. Right now the department serves an estimated total of 410 special education students ranging from age 3 to 22.

“It's such a perfect example of what one person with a vision can do” she said. “I am so grateful on behalf on the children, parents and the community”
Annual fundraisers will be held in town to help bring success to the foundation's goals along with a grant application program.

Marynell Henry, a co-chair of C.O.R.S.E. with Johnston, said the enthusiasm and involvement of the town already shows promise within the foundation's future.

“I see a community that really has a gift” she said. “People want to help, they just need the appropriate venue to do so”
With an approval from school committee members on Monday, the foundation will move forward with a kick-off meeting on March 2 at Hatherly Elementary School at 7 p.m. All those interested can sign up to be a member or volunteer with the organization.

School Committee Chairman Edward Tibbetts said he fully supports the foundation's cause but finds it unfortunate that it is needed from a fiscal standpoint.

“Funding should be there through our public coffers” he said. “In a free education system it's unfair that's the case.”
Henry said with the foundation's ongoing efforts, alternate sources of funding will help support the growing needs special education students require each day.

“These are the most vulnerable kids in our community” she said. “We know a lot more that needs to be done for them”
Other board members include Cindy Crimmins, Deidre Pizzuto, Karen Granatino, Alice Gillan, Janet McDonough, Suzanne Erwin, Ellen Burke, Maureen Connors, Nancy Verseckes, Peggy Dwyer, Erin Partridge, Donna Krell, and Susan Campbell.

C.O.R.S.E.'s first major fundraiser will be a “dance gala and auction” on Saturday, May 20, at the Scituate Country Club. For more information contact co-chairs Tracy Johnston at (781) 545-7736 or wtjohnston@comcast.net or Marynell Henry at (781) 545-8467 or henryhenden@aol.com.

