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Scituate — 

Scituate Community of Resources for Special Education (CORSE) plans to add 17 new programs to its growing list of offerings.
Every year, CORSE requests proposals, during which time members of either the Scituate Public Schools system or Scituate Recreation submit their ideas for new programs. And while CORSE board members have accepted 17 programs, which will begin at various points throughout the remainder of the year, they also want to improve on the ones they already offer.

“Registration-wise, I think we’re at maximum,” said CORSE co-founder Tracy Johnston. “I think the board, at this point, feels really good about the programming we’re doing, but we want to expand on the types of things we’re doing.”

Johnston said CORSE would like to focus in on children’s specific needs as it bolsters its programming, and cited after-school social development classes as an example.

“Some of the children have a little bit of difficulty fully being able to enjoy the benefits of the social skills program that we run because when you’re talking about children with special needs, it’s such a wide variety,” she said. “We’re trying to develop programs to impact those students with different special needs, trying to tailor to their individual needs. The focus is more on customization and quality.”

According to Johnston, CORSE is also looking at new ways to train after-school instructors.

“We’re always looking at how to enhance that side of the program,” she said.

CORSE board members evaluate new proposals on a variety of points, including who will benefit from the program, what kind of curriculum it offers, who will be teaching and whether or not it is recreational. Johnston also said board members look for how programs would be implemented, what their budget would be and how the results can be measured.

Right now, CORSE only accepts ideas from the Scituate Public Schools and Scituate Recreation.

In addition to the 17 new programs, Johnston said the organization would continue to fund previous yearly offerings. But some programs may replace others, like the new maritime adventures program, which she said would replace the organization’s Lose the Training Wheels program. This new program will be five days long, and will teach children with special needs sailing, wind surfing and Hawaiian canoeing.

“Some of these kids have never seen the beach from the other side,” said Johnston. “They’ve just never been able to have that opportunity. We even got a lot of interest from people who don’t have special needs.”

CORSE has also piloted a new mentor program, where fifth-graders from Wampatuck Elementary School work with special-needs children in kindergarten through third grade. In this program, teachers at Wampatuck hand-picked older elementary students who they felt would make great mentors, who then worked after school with special-needs children from across the district.

“The children loved it,” said Johnston. “They would rather learn from a kid than a teacher. It could have been chaotic because it was a pilot program, but fortunately it wasn’t. It was incredibly successful.”

According to Johnston, CORSE raises anywhere from $15,000 to $25,000 a year through its fundraising events. Most of that fundraising comes from Scituate residents, which is why she likes to keep the program as close to the town as possible.

“We’re fortunate this year because we had a lot of money set aside for new programs,” she said. “Most of the funding comes from Scituate residents, so I really want to give them the majority of the credit.” 

New CORSE programs

The following are the new programs being offered by Scituate Community of Resources for Special Education (CORSE):

· Maritime Adventures through Access Sports — A week-long camp for adaptive windsurfing, Hawaiian outrigger canoeing, sailing and surfing

· Dimension M — Educational video games to improve student math performance at Gates, pre-algebra and algebra.

· Sound-field systems — Two more amplification systems for Jenkins Elementary School grade two.

· Refinement consult training for social skills instructors — Further training for social skills instructors for after-school programs.

· School-based team training for social thinking curriculum — Kickoff of school-based teams charged with social thinking dissemination in their schools.

· Peer model pilot for social skills programs — Fifth-grade mentors assisting with kindergarten through third grade social skills class

· Paraprofessional training — Social thinking workshop for SPS paraprofessionals.

· Parent training — Social thinking workshop for community parents.

· PLC/ILC after-school community program — A six-week after-school social skills/community experience program for more intensive students.

· Pilot yoga program for PLC/ILC.

· "Let's Go" community events — Planned family events such as movies, bowling and swimming.

· Social thinking curriculum for PLC/ILC.

· Technology work area for PLC/ILC.

· Children's books about disabilities.

· Bass in guitar class — Gates Intermediate School music program for students with motor skill issues.

· Lexia reading licenses — Technology to assist with all aspects of reading; completed pilot at Jenkins.

· Brain Pop and Brain Pop Jr. — Auditory and visual web-based technology to enhance lectured instruction for Gates Intermediate School and all elementary schools.

 A detailed list of programs and resources can be found at the CORSE website. 
