All Stars steps up to the plate
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Mike Connor, director of the Saturday All Stars Sports Program, speaks to a group of youths. 
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Scituate — 

There’s a whole new crop of all stars springing up around Scituate. 

Spring sign ups for the Saturday All Stars Sports Program, sponsored by the Scituate Recreation Department and the Community Of Resources for Special Education (CORSE), are set for March 10 from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the Scituate High School multipurpose room. The program, which began in January, serves to engage children with special needs and other social issues in sports — soccer, tee ball and basketball — in a small group setting with an emphasis on team-building and small-group communication.

“It’s for anyone who might benefit from a non-competitive program,” said Marynell Henry, co-chairman of CORSE. “It provides kids with an enriching experience playing sports in a structured, small group environment.”

The program is just one of several initiatives put forward by the members of CORSE since the group’s inception in February 2006. A non-profit organization, CORSE began in response to the growing special education program and annual budget restraints in town hindering funding for special education initiatives. Now one year into its existence, the members of CORSE have raised an estimated $34,000 through fundraisers and grants for various special needs programs, both within the schools and around the community. The group boasts about 170 members throughout the town as well as a 13-member board of directors.

The program is open to children in kindergarten through grade six and is broken down into four levels according to age. Henry said with the competitive nature of youth sports in town, from Scituate Little League to Scituate Youth Basketball and everywhere in between, it’s important to make room for kids who have difficulty thriving in more competitive settings.

“With organized sports, there are just these huge groups which can be overwhelming to some kids,” Henry said. “There aren’t a lot of programs for kids with special needs or who might be shy or have anxiety. This is an ideal thing for kids who need help in those kinds of social situations.”

Since starting in January, the program has received an immediate response from children and parents alike. Henry said the initial 40 slots allotted for the winter session immediately filled up, leaving a waiting list for the spring sessions.

“It’s been very successful,” said Maura Glancey of the recreation department. “The public has been very responsive, which suggests there really was a need for this kind of program.”

Mike Connor, director of the Saturday All Stars Sports Program and a former special education instructor, said the spring program will run for six weeks and will focus on a different game or activity each week. He said the competitive aspect of the game takes a beak seat to integrating kids into social situations and teaching them to work with one another as a group.

“The only competition comes from the kids themselves,” Connor said. “They engage with one another and test themselves in stronger social environments.”

Still in its infancy stages, Connor acknowledged that there is room for growth and improvement with the program. But while it may be a work in progress, Connor said the impact the program is having on the kids is already beginning to show.

“          The smiles on their faces are just priceless,” he said. “It’s why we do this.”

In other CORSE news, the group is currently accepting grant applications for its next round of fundraising initiatives beginning this month. For more information, visit corsefoundation.org. 
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